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   Blueprint of downtown development, 1969, from the MKZ collection, Poznan
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Downtown’s post-war architecture was not 
considered worth preserving. Only individu-
al buildings were believed to be valuable but 
the rest of the area was intended for redevel-
opment. The aim of the redevelopment was 
to create a modernist city of tomorrow.

19th – century city
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Shortly after the capture of Poznań in 1793 Prus-
sian authorities began to introduce a series of 
changes in architecture. One of the chief invest-
ments was the establishment of the so-called 
Friedrich-Wilhelm Stadt (the city of Frederick 
William), which was a glamorous district and 
the centre of the Prussian Poznań. Later, it was 
also called the New or the Upper City because  
it was located higher than the centuries-old 
centre of the Old Town. 

Its design was based on squares and connected av-
enues, and centred around Wilhelm Square (today’s 
Wolności Square) as well as Wilhelm Avenue (today’s 
Marcinkowskiego Avenue). The latter was modelled on 
the famous Unter den Linden in Berlin. The first stately 
building in the area was the Royal Theatre dating back 
to the beginning of the 19th century (today the build-
ing is known as Arkadia).

During the Prussian rule, as part of some peculiar 
competition, new glamorous buildings were erected 
around Wilhelm Square and its neighbourhood, found-
ed by both Polish activists and German authorities and 
elite. Among the most important investments were: the 
Raczyński Library (1829), Bazar (1842) along with a wing 

The Upper means the New 

facing the Square (1899), the Polish Theatre (1875), the 
Industrial House (1902), the Emperor Frederick Muse-
um (1901) and the Eastern Bank (1911). What is more, 
due to the mighty fortress surrounding the city, high 
and densely-built tenement houses began to emerge in 
the city centre, the area of which was very limited.

The battle in February 1945 caused significant dam-
age to the 19th-century architecture, including the 
area of Wolności Square, Marcinkowskiego Avenue as 
well as Św. Marcin, Ratajczaka and Ogrodowa Streets 
and along the Embankment (today’s Niepodległości 
Avenue and Królowej Jadwigi Street). Some of the ten-

ement houses and public buildings were completely 
destroyed, others were only slightly damaged.

During the post-war reconstruction works, the 19th-cen-
tury tenement houses and buildings were not considered 
historic monuments worth preserving. Already in 1945 
urban planners, inspired by the pre-war designs, were 
planning to build an expressway through the city centre 
and create a modern city.

   View At the Eastern part of the Wilhelm Square (currently Wolności Square), 
beginning of the 20th century, University Library collection 

   Rubble from the buildings at the corner of Ratajczaka and 27 Grudnia Street after the
end of World War II, 1945, photo by Z. Zielonacki from the collection 
of L. Zielonacki/cyryl.poznan.pl
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The first after 1939 development plans for the 
city were created in the underground. In 1944 
Piotr Zaremba and Stanisław Kirkin drew up 
a development plan for the city which had 
been extended by the occupier. Sketches 
handed in to the City Management already 
in February 1945, teemed with innovative 
and well-developed ideas. They also includ-
ed the first ideas concerning the demolition 
of the buildings in the 19th-century Poznań’s 
city centre.

From the end of the Second World War to the 1960s 
several sketches and designs of the city centre were 
created. Some of the projects involved the reconstruc-
tion of the damaged parts according to the modern 
standards but also preserving the former urban ar-
rangement. This plan was implemented and some of 
the public buildings and residential buildings were 
erected in the downtown, filling the void in architec-
ture, for example the buildings in two areas: Wielko-
polski Square and today’s Cyryla Ratajskiego Square 
built in 1952-1957. The tenement houses, built accord-
ing to the principles of Social Realism, fit well in the 
19th-century area with central squares, preserving the 
old spirit of the place.

Futuristic city

What prevailed, however, was the plan of the complete 
redevelopment, which involved creating a new area in the 
downtown. The biggest part in this project was played by 
the plans developed in 1945-1946 by a team comprising 
Tadeusz Płończyk, Rościsław Kapliński, Stanisław Podgór-
ski and Leonard Tomaszewski, and, most importantly, by 
the plan created by Jerzy Leśniewicz in 1961.

According to the accepted postulates, the 19th-century 
city centre was to be turned into a commercial, service 
and cultural district with numerous tower blocks. The 
streets were to be widened, the reconstruction works on 
some of the tenement houses put on hold and the num-
ber of residential units reduced.

An important part of the plan was the new communications 
system based on two thoroughfares. One of them was to 
be Św. Marcin Street, the other – the planned north-south 
route through Marcinkowskiego Avenue and the districts 
of Winogrady, Piekary and Dolna Wilda. This so-called 
Piekary Route (Trasa Piekary) was supposed to meet up 
with Św. Marcin Street through a two-level roundabout. In 
the whole area numerous tower blocks were to be built – 
along Św. Marcin, Piekary and 27 Grudnia Streets. 
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In order to secure the area for the planned redevelop-
ment investments, the city authorities introduced a ban 
on rebuilding some of the tenement houses, including 
the ones comprising the northern frontage of Św. Marcin 
and 27 Grudnia Streets.

These plans met with opposition from some of the in-
habitants, including the owners of the properties at Św. 
Marcin Street. They were concerned about the plan to 
demolish the norther frontage and already in 1947 wrote 
a letter to the City Department of Planning, appealing to 
them to abandon these ideas and grant permission to 

rebuild the tenement houses. The appeal was unsuc-
cessful. The northern frontage of the street from Rata-
jczaka Street to Gwarna Street, which had been partly 
preserved, was demolished at the end of the 1960s.

In the second half of the 1970s, in preparation for build-
ing the Piekary Route, part of the Piekary Street’s front-
age, the buildings next to St. Martin’s Church as well as 

Mycielscy Mansion, located in today’s Dąbrowskiego 
Park, were demolished. Finally, in 1977-1978 in order 
to build office blocks at 27 Grudnia Street the whole 
northern frontage was demolished, opening the view 
on Okrąglak and uncovering the façade of the Polish  
Theatre. This plan was not fully implemented and till this 
day there are empty parcels in the city centre instead of 
the planned innovative buildings. 

   Demolition of buildings at 27 Grudnia St, 1978, photo by K. Kucharska, 
from the MKZ collection, Poznan

   View at the demolished  frontage of 27 Grudnia St, photo by K. Kucharska, from the MKZ collection, Poznan



   Blueprint of downtown development, in the foreground – the planned roundabout at the intersection
of Św Marcin, Piekary St and Marcinkowskiego Avenue, 1969, from the MKZ collection, Poznan
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   A project to connect downtown with the planned P-P route and the roundabout at the Marcinkowskiego Avenue 
and Piekary St (corrections for the purposes of the exhibit), from the National Archives collection in Poznan
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   The collage, prepared for the exhibition, consisting of:

1. Fragment of the downtown Poznan blueprint from 1945, from the National 
Archives collection in Poznan/cyryl.poznan.pl

2. A project to connect downtown with the planned p-p route and the roundabout  
at the Marcinkowskiego Avenue and Piekary St (corrections for the purposes  
of the exhibit), from the National Archives collection in Poznan

3. First floor plan of the unfinished building at the Czerwonej Armii St in Poznan 
(from Ratajczaka St to Marcinkowskiego Ave.), R. Pawula, Z. Piwowarczyk,  
1970, City Planning and Development Department, UMP/cyryl.poznan.pl

Bazar

Simplified form – 
former Credit Society 
and Realschule

Okrąglak

Tower Blocks
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Library
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Historic St Martin’s Church, dating back to the 
turn of the 15th century, was located in the 
area intended for the planned junction of the 
thoroughfares.

The battle in January and February 1945 caused major 
damage to the building, estimated at about 85 per cent. 
No other church in Poznań suffered so much damage. 
Shelling completely destroyed the interior and the tow-
ers, whereas the walls partly survived.

St Martin’s Church

The Church authorities considered demolishing the ruins 
and building a new, modern building. These plans were 
revised by the City Management. Urban planners thought 
that demolishing the ruins would create a perfect oppor-
tunity to build a straight route and thus they decided not 
to grant permission to build a new church in this place. 
In 1945 Janina Czarnecka suggested demolishing the 
western part of the building and leaving only the eastern 
part so that it did not interfere with the route that was 
being designed. Eventually, the Province Monument and 

Historic Sites Conservator Zdzisław Kępiński decided to 
rebuild the historic church according to the Gothic style. 
The main works were carried out in 1949-1953. Then, it 
took several years to finish off the interior along with the 
polychrome decoration created by Wacław Taranczewski.

   St Martin`s Church today, photo by J. Tritt

   View at St Martin`s Church tower, author unknown, collection of National Digital Archives

   St Martin`s Church in ruins after 1945, photo by L. Perez, from the WUOZ/MKZ collection
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Among the buildings considered to be the pe-
arls of Polish culture and intended for recon-
struction, was the Raczyński Library. The buil-
ding was founded by a Polish gentleman, count 
Edward Raczyński, and erected in 1829. It was 
modelled on the eastern façade of Louvre.

Raczyński Library

In February 1945 the Library, along with the majority of 
the books, was burnt to the ground due to unknown re-
asons. Only the roofless frame of the building survived. 
The eastern part of the façade and the interior suffered 
the most serious damage, which was evident from a huge 
gap above three shattered cast-iron columns.

Soon, already in August 1945, a decision was made to 
rebuild the Raczyński Library but the work to secure the 
structure and remove the debris was carried out only se-
veral years later. The reconstruction works did not begin 
until 1953 and lasted three years.

   Raczyński Library, 1942, author unknown, from the collection of WUOZ/MKZ
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   Raczyński Library today, photo by J. Tritt

   Janina Czarnecka and Władysław 
Czarnecki, from the collection
of Raczyski Library

   Destroyed facade of the Raczyński Library, 1945, 
photo by Z. Zielonacki/cyryl.poznan.pl
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An interesting example is Bazar – a building that 
has become the symbol of Poznań’s organic 
work. The original building was erected in 1842 
at Nowa Street (today’s Paderewskiego Street). 
The extension of the building, which took place 
nearly 60 years later in 1899-1900, comprised 
of building a new wing facing today’s Wolności 
Square according to the Baroque Revival style. 
The author of the design was Roger Sławski.

Due to the fighting and the fire on 7 February 1945, both 
buildings burnt down and lost their roofs. Damage was 
estimated at about 70-80 per cent. Only the older, classi-
cistic part of the building was considered a historic mon-
ument worth rebuilding.

Bazar

In 1945 architect Janina Czarnecka, in cooperation 
with architects Bolesław Schmit and Henryk Marcin-
kowski, developed a plan to rebuild Bazar’s historic 
part. The work began in 1946 and its main part was 
complete in 1949 when the hotel Orbis was opened. 
In 1957 the façade was plastered and the design of 
the façade’s finishing and the reconstruction of some 
of the architectural details was created by Zbigniew 
Zielnicki and others.

In the modern part of the building, the top of the 
façade, at the level of the third floor, was heavily dam-
aged but the walls of the first and second floors sur-
vived in good condition.

Because the building was 
not considered a historic 
monument, it was rebuilt 
as a hotel in a simplified 
form, without architectur-
al details. Although, some 
of the adornments were 
to be reconstructed, es-
pecially in the façade, the 
plan was abandoned due 

to financial reasons. Only in 2000-2005 the façade’s orig-
inal Baroque Revival décor was restored, including the 
painted personification of Farming and Industry as well 
as the vases above the portal.

   Bazar Hotel, 1963, from the collection of M. Szulc/cyryl.poznan.pl

   Bazar at the beginning of the 20th century, from the University 
Library collection

   Bazar at the end of the 19th century before 
addition of the new wing, from the University 
Library collection
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   Bazar today, photo by J. Tritt
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Some of the tenement houses and buildings 
in the city centre were reconstructed, however 
their shape was simplified. 

This was the case with the former municipal school, the 
so-called Realschule (today one of the buildings belong-
ing to the Poznan University of Technology) at Strzelecka 
Street, founded by Gotthilf Berger in 1861-1865 and de-
signed by Gustav Schultz. The building, which burnt down 
in 1945, was reconstructed in a very simplified form, com-

Simplified form – 
former Credit Society and Realschule

   Realschule, 1866, , from the University Library collection    The building of former Realschule today, photo J. Tritt
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signed by August Soller and built in 1837-1838. Then in 
1945 it was destroyed in a shelling and rebuilt in the 1950s 
in a simplified form devoid of architectural details. Only in 
2011-2012 the reconstruction of the rich décor took place 
and the original colour of the façade was restored.

pletely devoid of the rich décor of the façade, which had 
been built according to the style of the Baroque Revival. 
The former Credit Society (today’s University of the Arts), 
located on the corner of today’s Marcinkowskiego Avenue 
and 23 Lutego Street, is also worth mentioning. It was de-

   Former Credit Society building, 19th century, from the collection of WUOZ/MKZ

   Former Credit Society building before renovation, 2007,
photo by Radomil (Wikimedia commons)

   Former Credit Society building today, photo by J. Tritt
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An example of erecting a building which was 
completely different from the one that had 
been there before the war was the building of 
the General Department Store Okrąglak. 

Okrąglak

It was built in 1948-1955 in the place of the partially-de-
stroyed corner building of the Sugar Industry Bank (Bank 
Cukiernictwa). The building, designed as a cylinder by ar-
chitect Marek Leykam, drew from Modernism and was 
very original at the times of Social Realism.

   Universal Department Store “Okraglak” in the 60s of the 20th century. Illuminated at
night by the neon decoration, 1963, photo by Z. Nowicki/cyryl.poznan.pl

   Construction of the “Okraglak” Universal Department Store, 1950, 
from the MKZ collection, Poznan

   Destroyed building of the Sugar Industry Bank at the corner of 27 Grudnia 
and Mielżyńskiego Street, 1945, photo by Z. Zielonacki, from the collection 
of L. Zielonacki/cyryl.poznan.pl
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In the second half of the 1960s, during the work on the 
planned Piekary Route, three characteristic tower blocks 
were built in the place of the old tenement houses. They 
have completely transformed the atmosphere of this 
part of the city centre.

The work on the design was complete in the second half 
of the 1960s and the first stage of the project City Centre 
– to erect a complex of buildings along Św. Marcin Street 
(the so-called Alfy tower blocks) – began. The well-pre-

Tower Blocks

served norther frontage between Ratajczaka and Gwarna 
Streets was partially demolished, and in 1972 five tower 
blocks, connected by a two-floor walkway with shops, of-
fices and businesses from the service sector, were built.

   Tower blocks at Piekary Street today, photo by L. Gdak    Constructions of Department Stores tower blocks “Alfe”, Armii Czerwonej 
St, Today Św Marcin St, around 1971, photo by Z. Nowicki/cyryl.poznan.pl

   “Alfe” tower blocks today, photo by L. Gdak



19

In the quarter between Wolności Square, Mar-
cinkowskiego Avenue, Św. Marcin Street and 
Ratajczaka Street, all existing buildings (apart 
from the University Library) were to be de-
molished, and three new 100-metre-tall tower 
blocks resembling sailing vessels were to be 
built. This plan was not finally implemented.

Sailing Vessels

   Blueprint of the Center III tower blocks, from the collection of WUiA UMP/cyryl.poznan.pl
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   Blueprint of the Center III tower blocks, from the collection of WUiA UMP/cyryl.poznan.pl
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   First floor plan of the unfinished building at the Czerwonej Armii St in Poznan (from Ratajczaka St to Marcinkowskiego Ave.), 
R. Pawula, Z. Piwowarczyk, 1970, City Planning and Development Department, UMP/cyryl.poznan.pl
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   View at the demolished frontage of 27 Grudnia St, photo by B. Cynalewski, 
from the MKZ collection, Poznan

The majority of the plans has only reached the 
stage of developing designs. No new commu-
nications system with the Piekary Route and 
a roundabout at the junction with Św. Marcin 
Street was created. Only the Alfy tower blocks 
and tower blocks at Piekary Street were built.

These buildings serve as a reminder of the 
partially-implemented plans to transform the 
19th-century downtown district into a futuris-
tic, modernist city. Funnily enough, the short-
age of money for the investment contributed 
to saving some of the old urban tissue. Thus, 
the original urban arrangement, with some 
changes, survived till today.



23Photo report from the exhibition
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   Demolition of St Peter`s Church, after 1945, author unknown, from the MKZ collection

Due to financial, but also to a large extent po-
litical, reasons the great undertaking of the 
post-war reconstruction did not encompass all 
of the crucial buildings in the city, for example 
the religious ones.

Vacuum left 
by multi-faith 
Poznań
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From the very beginning, some of the architects and the 
city’s decision-makers advocated the demolition of the 
Evangelical Reformed Church of St. Peter which was al-
legedly disfiguring the area. The church was designed by 
Ernst Steudener and built in 1838-1841 on the corner of 
today’s Półwiejska and Krysiewicza Streets. Because of 
its two straight façade towers, the Poles often called it 
“the priest’s pants”. It was damaged in February 1945 and 
mostly pulled down two years later.

Other religious buildings, which were never rebuilt, in-
clude also the 19th-century synagogues located once 
on the corner of Dominikańska and Szewska Streets. Al-
thoug the extent of damage does not justify their dem-
olition, the synagogue of the Community of Brothers, 
dating back to 1857, as well as the synagogue of the As-
sociation of Supporters of Charity, built in 1884 in the 
Moorish style, were pulled down in 1947.

   A square left after the demolition of St Peter`s Church, author unknown, from the MKZ collection
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The time of the post-war reconstruction could 
be called the era of monument conservation 
according to the principles formulated by Jan 
Zachwatowicz. The post-war revival of the Old 
Towns in the Polish cities was an incredible 
achievement, often called the Polish school 
of monument conservation, which gave rise 
to the “monument conservation doctrine”. 
However, prof. Jan Zachwatowicz dissociated 
himself from such terminology highlighting 
that the process of rebuilding was a deliber-
ate departure from the doctrine accepted in 
Europe due to the scale of the damage caused 
by the war. It is thought that it was because of 

Epilogue
that that the Venice Charter (the Venice Char-
ter for the Conservation and Restoration of 
Monuments and Sites) did not see the light of 
day until 1964, when the most intensive pro-
cess of rebuilding Polish cities was complete. 
The principles of respecting the authenticity 
of monuments as well as deciding against re-
construction in favour of modern architecture 
whenever guesswork is involved were in oppo-
sition with the Polish principles of reconstruc-
tion. It seems, however, that the time of the 
post-war rebuilding of the cities from ruins as 
well as the difficult history of our country jus-
tify the decisions made at that time.
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