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The Imperial District is an example of the bat-
tle between ideological premises and pragma-
tism. On the one hand, the buildings in the area, 
especially the Castle, were the symbol of the 
Partitions of Poland and the brutal time of the 
occupation. On the other hand, however, con-
sidering the extent of damage, the decision to 
demolish the former monumental residence 
of Kaiser seemed completely irrational. Thus, 
the area had to be symbolically punished.

Unwanted and redundant 

   View of the Imperial District from Kaponiera, about 1915, postcard from the collection of the University Library, Poznań
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The District, created in 1905-1910, was supposed to be 
Poznań’s trademark and impress visitors entering the 
city from the railway station. Buildings erected here 
were perceived as the living stones of the history of the 
old Reich, i.e. as quasi historic sites built from scratch 
which would highlight the power of German culture. 
The complex of buildings was a display of all of the 

At the end of the 19th century, a decision was 
made to demolish the fortifications around 
Poznań which were impeding the city’s devel-
opment. They were replaced with a project 
created by a distinguished urban planner Josef 
Stübben, according to which a wide avenue was 
to be built following the line of former fortifi-
cations. Monumental buildings and small villas 
were erected along the promenade connecting 
parks which replaced the former forts. It was 
decided that a glamorous Imperial District, 
with a dominant, monumental Castle (the resi-
dence of Emperor Wilhelm II) would be created 
in the place of the demolished Berlin Gate.

Built as historic sites

most important architectural styles from the Roman-
esque Revival to Neoclassicism. The central place was 
occupied by a palace and park (today’s Adam Mick-
iewicz Square) with a Bismarck monument carrying 
strong nationalist connotations. On the other side of 
Św. Marcin Street, there was a fountain with a statue 
of a Brandenburg warrior.

   Imperial Castle, about 1910, postcard from the collection of the
University Library, Poznań
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   Bird`s eye view of the Imperial District, postcard from the beginning of the 20th century, from the collection of the University Library, Poznan
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During the time of the Second Polish Repub-
lic there were several attempts to neutralise 
the feel of the district and introduce the spirit 
of Poland into it. Already in April 1919 the Bis-
marck monument and the statue of the Bran-
denburg warrior were demolished, and the 
voices calling to demolish the Castle began to 
emerge.

 However, the building was turned into the residence of 
the President of the Republic of Poland and of the Uni-
versity of Poznań. An investment which was an attempt 
to change the character of the area was the creation of 
the Monument of Gratitude as a token of appreciation 
for regained independence.

Pre-war transformation plans

   The Imperial Castle with the Monument of Gratitude, the 30s of the 20th century, 
from the NAC collection
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As part of the Nazi’s development plan for 
Poznań, the whole investment was to be part of 
the government district – the so-called Gaufo-
rum. 

The idea was to create a large parade square surrounded 
by monumental buildings, whereas the renovated Castle 
was to become the residence of Adolf Hitler. Construc-
tion works resulted in some changes in the décor and 
the division of the Castle’s façade. The interior was re-
designed and the décor was changed according to the 
austere style of the Third Reich resembling the interior of 
the Reich Chancellery in Berlin. The magnificent Throne 
Hall was demolished.

Changes during the Second World War

   Model of the Government District, design by Walter Bangert, from the MKZ collection
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The Castle, like other buildings in the Cas-
tle District, suffered minor damage during 
the war. The most heavily damaged part of 
the Castle was the upper part of the clock 
tower. The building of the former residence 
of Kaiser and would-be residence of Führer 

The Castle taken

carried negative connotations and contrib-
uted to the bad public mood. 

Already before the occupier’s surrender on 21 February 
1945, at the meeting chaired by the president of the city 
Feliks Maciejewski, a decision was reached to demol-

ish the building using the hands of German captives. In 
June 1945 Prime Minister Edward Osóbka–Morawski did 
not agree to this and handed the Castle over to the Uni-
versity of Poznań. The city authorities, however, were 
adamant about demolishing the building but decided 
to postpone it for a more favourable time.

Architects and art historians would start advocating the 
idea to adapt the Castle to the post-war needs. 

An example of this would be architect Roger Sławski’s 
idea, who suggested handing the building over to the 
University and removing the upper part of the tower and 
replacing it with a Renaissance Revival one.

Among the 1946 and 1949 development plans for the 
downtown there were also other, never implemented, ide-
as to redesign the Castle according to the modernist style 
rooted in socialist realism and restrained classicism. 

   Blueprint of the Castle rebuilding project from 1945, by Roger Sławski , from the collection of the National Museum in Poznan with the permission of K. Sławska-Pawłowska

   Blueprint of the Castle rebuilding project from 1945, by Roger Sławski , from the collection 
of the National Museum in Poznan with the permission of K. Sławska-Pawłowska



The latter design, created under the supervision of ar-
chitect Bolesław Schmidt, was to involve a large-scale 
reconstruction of the Castle and extending it by add-
ing a new wing in the garden.

An important voice in the discussion on the future of 
the Castle was the view expressed by an art historian 
rev. prof. Szczęsny Dettloff (1878 – 1961). Against the 
general view that the building should be demolished, 
he highlighted its aesthetic value. He suggested pre-
serving the Castle and the tower in the shape which 

was the result of the 
damage caused by the 
war. However, he also 
advocated introducing 
far-reaching changes  
towards modernity in 
all façades. He per-
ceived this task as a se-
rious challenge for ar-
chitects. He advocated 
adopting a pragmatic 
approach and preserv-
ing the building, even 
more so because its 
demolition would not 

change much in terms of landscape in the architecture 
of the whole district, considering the neighbourhood 
of the building of the Credit Society (Ziemstwo Kredy-
towe) and the Post Office opposite the Castle.

Thereby, practical reasons affected the decision to pre-
serve the monumental Castle: on the one hand, new 

authorities needed glamorous buildings in the city 
centre, and on the other hand, demolition would incur 
considerable costs.

In 1947 the province governor made a decision to pre-
serve the Castle and turn it into the seat of the city au-
thorities as the so-called New City Hall.
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   Szczęsny Dettloff (Wikimedia commons)    Blueprint of the Castle rebuilding project from 1949, photo R.S Ulatowski from the MKZ collection



Will Poznan Castle be destroyed?

A meeting headed by the President of Poznan, Mr Maciejewski 
concerning the Poznan Castle took place last Wednesday.  

The speakers were as follows: Prof. Lisiecki, Mr Wieczorek,  
Mr Ulatowski, Mr Taranczewski and Mr Kaczmarek. By the unani-

mous decision of all participants it was decided that the Castle will 
be demolished by the German prisoners of war. The resolution  
will be submitted to the Poznan County Supervisor for approval 

because the Castle belongs to the Polish State.

 

“Glos Wielkopolski”, 1945, from the collection from the PAN Library In Kórnik

“Destroy the castle – 
the symbol of the 

Teutonic”
 

“Glos Wielkopolski”, from the collection from the PAN Library In Kórnik
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In the end, no action upsetting the urban arrangement 
of the Imperial District was taken. The original style of 
Romanesque Revival was preserved in the Castle. How-
ever, it seemed necessary for the decision-makers at the 
time to neutralise the overbearing nature of the build-
ings of the former Imperial Forum. No major changes 
were introduced in the outward appearance of the for-
mer Royal Academy (today’s Collegium Minus) and Mu-
nicipal Theatre (today’s Opera House). When it comes to 
some other buildings, some major changes introduced 
in them included reducing the height of towers and re-
moving architectural details. The most noticeable change 
was the reduction of the height of the upper part of the 
Castle’s tower by about one quarter. The towers of the 
Post Office and the Credit Society, the former Raiffeisen 
Cooperative Bank (today’s Collegium Iuridicum) and the 
House of German Associations (today’s Poznan Universi-
ty of Medical Sciences) were also shortened.

When it comes to the damaged façade of the former seat 
of the Royal Colonisation Committee (today’s Collegium 
Maius), the statues of German settlers in the East, which 
were kept after 1918, were removed. During the recon-
struction works, which were still carried out in 1956, part 
of the façade facing Fredry Street was rebuilt. The dome 
was also rebuilt and lowered, which changed its character.

Doomed

   Contemporary view of the Collegium Maius acknowledging the original height and shape of the dome along with the decorative figures, photo by L. Gdak
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   Contemporary view of the former Credit Society buildings and The Post Office building acknowledging the original height of the towers. Photo by J. Tritt
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   Contemporary view of the Imperial Castle acknowledging the original height of the towers, photo by J. Tritt
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